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Mountain Lions are
lone hunters thatyeat mostly
mammals, " like “rodents, elk,
and deer. When they kill a large
animal that's too big to eat all
at once, they may hide it under
leaves or grass and come back
to it for days.

Tu rkey Vulturesare opportunistic eaters known for
their keen sense of smell. They prefer meat, but they hardly
ever kill to eat. Instead, they eatroadkill, animals that die nat-
urally, or prey animals killed by a predator.

Turkey vultures can’t tear through the skin of large animals
that are freshly killed. But once a predator tears into it,
vultures can get to the flesh and organs. Sometimes large
groups come to eat.
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These trees live together in wooded areas in the northeast-
ern United States. Both trees grow easily on land that has re-
cently been cleared or burned. If they can get enough water,
nutrients, and sunlight, they will grow quite large.

Black walnut trees make a chemical in their leaves and roots
that is toxic to some kinds of plants, including birch trees.
This toxin helps to clear space around the black walnut tree,
so it can get more water, nutrients, and sunlight.
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Ants may be the most common
animal in the world. There are many
thousands of species, and they live
in almost every habitat.

Antlions are the larval form of a large flying insect that
looks a lot like a dragonfly. An antlion digs a funnel-shaped
pit in sandy soil. Then it hides at the bottom, under a thin
layer of soil, with its jaws open wide. If an ant or other small
insect falls into the hole, the antlion grabs onto it, injects it
with venom and digestive juices, and sucks out its insides.
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Mountain Lions are lone hunters. In the western
United States, they mostly hunt and eat large animals, like
elk and deer. But theyyalsé eat smalleranimals, like rabbits,
mice, and evengihsects.

. ) >
Desert Cottontails live in the western United

States and Mexico. Theystay safe'in‘underground burrows,
and come out to forage for plants to eat. Their large ears
help them hear other animals that may be hunting for their
next meal.
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Grasshoppers living in South American tropical
rainforests have lots of food toeat. But they also run into lots
of danger—including a-deadly species of cordyceps fungus.

Cordyceps fungi are a group of hundreds of spe-
cies, each specialized to grow in only one type of insect.
When a spore lands on the right type of insect, it grows into
a network of nutrient-absorbing fibers that enter its body.
When the fungus matures, it grows mushroom-like repro-
ductive structures that punch through the exoskeleton and
release millions of spores, killing the insect in the process.
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Gall Flies lay eggs on goldenrod stems in the spring, as
the plants start to grow. Soon afly larva hatches and burrows
into the stem. As it eats, it causes the plant to grow a large,
round gall. The larva uses the gall for food and protection,
even spending the winter inside. It emerges as an adult the
next spring.
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The fungi squeeze tightly against the plant root cells, gather-
ing food from the plant. In return, the fungi give water and nu-
trients to the plant, making it healthier than it would be without
the fungus. A single network of fibers can connect with many
different types of plants at once, forming an extended system
for communication and nutrient exchange.
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Greater Honeyguides live in open woodland
areas in Africa. They have the unusual ability to digest bees-
wax, which they eat along with bee larvae, waxworms, and
other insects. They sometimes attack bee hives, usually
when they are aban or less active. But they are best

Humans who notice a honeyguide performing its song
and dance know thatit will lead them to wild bees’ nests. Af-
ter the people gather the honey, the honeyguide gets to eat
the larvae and waxy bits that are left behind. Honeyguides
have a close relationship with people who make a living har-
vesting and selling honey.
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Common Cockleburs are weedy plants that live
in many areas across the United States. Its seeds sit inside a
hook-covered burr, which helps the plant spread its seeds far
from the parent plant. The hooks act like Velcro®, sticking to
your dog’s fur, your socks, or basically any furry or fiber-cov-
ered animal that brushes against it. The seeds inside get a
free ride to a fresh piece of ground, where they can grow
into a new plant.
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Barnacles are shell-covered animals that attach to just
about anything near the ocean’s edge. They survive by fil-
tering tiny bits of food out of the water, and they don’t crawl
around. So they do best in places where water can move
across them-like attached to a rock or pier where waves
move back and forth.

Whales offer an way for some barnacles to travel
through the water. As the whale'goes about its business, it
carries the barnacles attached to its body into nutrient-rich
water. Barnacles, it turns out, eat the same food as krill, the
whale's favorite food. And most of the time, the whales don't
seem to notice their stowaway cargo.



